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Free Childcare for the first 12 chil-

dren registered.   Those not registered 

will be turned away.  To ensure the 

safety of all children under our care 

during the meeting, we must know 

how many will be in attendance.  
  

To register for childcare, contact  

Lauren Moore by Tues. May 31st:  

lpoeder@gmail.com  or   

704-649-7440. 

Meeting Location: -  St. Johnôs Episcopal Church: 1623 Carmel Rd., 

Charlotte, NC 28226ï 5097.  The church is located across the street 

from the campus of Charlotte Country Day, close to the intersection of 

Fairview and Carmel Roads.  It is located  about 3 miles east of  

SouthPark Mall. 

Inside this Issueï  

Presidentôs Note 2  

Calendar 3  

News from ASNC  4-5  

Teacher Appreciation Notes 6-7 

Autism Aware Fare 8-9 

Special Thanks 10 

Transitions 11 

Summer Recreation 12 

Mecklenburg County Opportunities 13-15 

Membership Form  Last    

pg. 

Park in the back of the church. Meeting is in rooms 204 & 205. Doors Open at 7:00.  Announcements 7:10. 

Meetings open to all regardless of  membership. Come when you can and leave when you must. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bring your favorite finger food. Drink and Paper products provided. 
 

Bonus! We will provide an opportunity to send a video message to your legislator 

about saving services for individuals with autism. Donôt know your legislator? We 

can supply his/her name. Not sure what to say? We will provide a basic script.   

Party June 2nd! 
Food 

Friends 

Fun 

mailto:mailto:lpoeder@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=109012&id=104898702878265
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Presidentôs Note:   
 

My time has come to sign off.  Over the past 7 years, I have written about 70 presidentôs notes and tried to give information 

that would make living with autism easier.  My hope was to give strength and peace if you were feeling overwhelmed and 
alone.  In addition, I have led hundreds of coffee times, recreation events, and support meetings.  In time, I have come to real-

ize that many families are only able to receive support through our newsletters and website.  Their energy is so overdrawn; 

they donôt have the time to come to our meetings.  For some, seeing others is only another reminder of what they struggle with 
privately.  We all feel that way, especially if we compare our lives to what we were hoping for before autism.  There are more 

strangers I  have served than acquaintances and that is fine.  The Autism Society of NC has a policy: we meet the needs of 
parents and individuals on the spectrum without expectation.  That is a hard course of action to embrace at times, especially 

when I see the same few families giving up their free time to strive for the greater good for our autism community.  At the 

least, these dedicated families deserve public praise.  
 

One person who made my presidency easier is Nancy Popkin, my predecessor.  Her organizational foundation and the strong 
network of families she established, made it very easy for me to keep the ñball rollingò. Nancy has  done a great job in letting 

our chapter flourish, but giving guidance when needed.  Her  mark on the chapter includes, the strong respectful relationship 
we have with the schools and other community groups, coffee times, the  newsletters, weekly e-mail blasts, teacher grants, 

library book donations and Rayôs Splash Planet outings.  Currently, Bill Farnsworth has made our weekly e-mail blasts one of 

the most important, consistent family supports we provide. It is one service we offer that families feel is crucial.  Sumi Ganesh 
has taken over coffee times and hosts all three events each month. For those who are looking for someone who understands 

their situation and a supportive group to socialize with, Sumi supplies the opportunity for those needs to be met. It is a serious 

time commitment.  Lora Caudill, Isabel Owens, Kathy Henry, and various TEACCH staff help us maintain positive relation-
ships in our community.  This network helps us help you function more easily in your community. 
 

If you have been with us through my tenure to see the changes in the  newsletter, you should know that Paul Hicks was the 

major force behind it.  This former board member whose background in web set design, helped us polish the look and feel of 
ñAutism Mattersò so that parents would find it helpful. Consequently, those in the service world began using it as a valuable 

resource for their clientsï even those that live in South Carolina.  Paul was with us two years before his work/family commit-

ments called him away, but the input he provided has had a major impact.  This year Lois Stickell has been awesome at keep-
ing up our professional public appearance. Look for positive growth in the future! 
 

Autism Aware Fare was Betsy Gustafsonôs baby.  Although we have made things a lot more computerized, much of what the 

Aware Fare is today, exists because of the work Betsy set in place years ago. Because Betsy established a strong program 
before returning to work full-time, Autism Aware Fare has done amazingly well during times when she could not be involved.  

In the past 10 years, Autism Aware Fare has become an institution each April with families, schools, restaurants, and commu-

nity members excited about partaking.  For the past 3 years, Kathy Snyder has done a fabulous job making sure our fund-
raiser has stayed strong.  This year will be another banner year for her. 
 

The website and many of the business relationships weôve developed are because of  John Cavanaugh.  With a background in 

marketing, John helped us create a user friendly site for parents that is also impressive for businesses wanting to learn more 
about autism and our group.  Johnôs contacts in the business world helped us move  our presence in Charlotte up to a new 

level.  In his absence, Jen Frey has taken Johnôs work and creatively continued to move us forward.  Joe Nestor and Bill 

Farnsworth have also worked on keeping the website updated and adopting new protocols to make life easier for everyone 

who uses it. 
 

Mike Snyder, our treasurer, created forms and framework that other chapters in the state use.  He has kept the women on the 

board from spending all the money!  Angela Dennis will keep us in check from now on.  Oh my, out of spaceé Kathy Snyderï 
the Puzzle Shop. Torye Martin does it now; John Brownï Fathers of Autistic Children Together; Christy Kouryï Ruth Fuller 

Scholarship; Kelly Langstonï Twitter and Facebook pages; Trina Roederï world class secretary!, AAF T-shirt sales; GLD 

Design Scholarship and MCC Face Book Page; Susan Wildï recreation group activities which will now be organized by 
Christine Milano; Lauren Mooreï Legislative Liaison extraordinaire .  All these people have made us who we are today!! 

With them,  you will be in good hands. It is my hope that you will feel comfortable enough with your life that you will be able 
to make your own positive imprint on our chapter for the greater good of all families living with autism in Mecklenburg 

County.  It has been my pleasure to serve you. 
 

Nancy Nestor,   ASNC-MCC President, 2004-2011 
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June Calendar 
 

 

June 2nd (Th) ASNCï MCC Support Meeting; 

Party and create video messages to Legislators; 7-

9:00; St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, 1623 Carmel Rd. 

Charlotte, 28227 Contact: Nancy Nestor 704-545-

1902 nnestor@carolina.rr.com 
 

June 3rd (F) Tweens & Teens at the Movies: 6:45-

8:30PM; Myers Park Presbyterian, 250l Oxford Place, 

Charlotte; High School Musical 3; Free; RSVP Allyson 

Anderson 704-927-1271 allysonka@gmail.com  
 

June 3rd-5th (F-Su) Weekend Adventures: Marion 

Diehl Center, 2219 Tyvola Road; camping for ages 13-30; 

$100.00. 704-432-4328 or 

Margot.Howell@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov 
 

June 4th (Sa) - ASNC Sensory Friendly Films: Kung Fu 

Panda 2; 10:00 AM; Concord Mills 24; 2421 Concord 

Mills Blvd; Concord NC, $5.00. 
 

June 4th (Sa) Sensory Story Time: 10:15AM;  South 

County Regional Library, 5801 Rea Road, Charlotte; Pre-

school to early elementary; Register at 704-416-6600 x2 
 

June 6th (M) Fuel For Life: 6-7:30 PM; Bojangleôs, 6555 

Morrison Blvd; young men 16 and up; $10.00; 704-432-

4329  

Angela.Conti@mecklenburgcountync.gov 
 

June 6th (M) - Casino Night: 7-9:00PM; Bethel Presbyte-

rian Church; Cornelius, NC; ages 17-up; $5-7; Elizabeth 

Hobson 704-892-6031 Ext.162 ehobson@cornelius.org   
 

 

June 7th (Tu) Caregiverôs Summit Support Group; 6-

7:00 PM; Donatoôs/Bojangleôs, 6555 Morrison Blvd; 

FREE; Karen Howard 704-432-4325 

Karen.Howard@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov 
 

June 7th (Tu) Bounce U Victory Bounce: 5-6:00PM; 

10624 Metromont Pkwy Charlotte; families with Special 

Needs children; FREE; 704-921-8771  www.bounceu.com  
 

June 11th (Sa) Booking It! 11:00AM; Steele Creek Li-

brary, 13620 Steele Creek Road, Charlotte; 9-12 year olds 

book and craft program; Register at 704-416-6800. 
 

June 14th-30th (Tu and Th) Learn to Swim: 9:30-

10:15AM; Huntersville Family Fitness and Aquatic Center; 

Ages 5 to 15; $55 -$60; Elizabeth Hobson 704-892-6031 

Ext.162 ehobson@cornelius.org  

   
 

June 16th (Th) Parents of Newly Diagnosed children with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder; 9:30-12; 209 Delburg St. 

Davidson NC; Workshop on Autism by Autism Society Ad-

vocates. Free; Must RSVP. Contact Nancy Popkin  704-894-

9678 npopkin@autismsociety-nc.org 
 

June 23rd (W) Monkey Joes Free Bounce Time: 6-

8:00 PM; Any location in Mecklenburg; Kids 12 and 

under with autism & their sibs!   

SAVE THIS 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION!!!!  

Medical Emergencies or Hospital 
Carolinaôs Medical Center 

Levine Children's Hospital Autistic Hotline  

(704) 512-3286 
24 hour Special Assistance Care line for those needing 

dental, medical or emergency room service for their  

Autistic family member at Carolinaôs Medical Center. 
 

ASNC Parent Advocates: 

For Assistance with community issues involving 

your loved ones with autism: 

Nancy Popkin or Kim Tizzard 

NPopkin@autismsociety-nc.org 

KTizzard@autismsociety-nc.org 

(704) 894-9678 

 

Other Summer Dates 
 

July 15th (F) Sensory Story Time: Stories Alive + More 

1:00PM;  Steele Creek Library, 13620 Steele Creek Road, 

Charlotte; Preschool-early elementary; Register at 704-416-

6800. 

July 22nd (F) Sensory Story Time: Booking Around 

1:00PM;  Steele Creek Library, 13620 Steele Creek Road, 

Charlotte; 9-12 year olds; Register at 704-416-6800. 

July 22nd (F) Book Exploration for Teens: 3:00PM; Steele 

Creek Library, 13620 Steele Creek Road, Charlotte; Teens 

with special needs; Register at 704-416-6800. 

August 13th (Sa) Sensory Story Time: 10:15AM;  South 

County Regional Library, 5801 Rea Road, Charlotte; Pre-

school to early elementary; Register at 704-416-6600 x2 

Have a great summer! 

mailto:mailto:nnestor@carolina.rr.com
mailto:mailto:allysonka@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:%20Margot.Howell@mecklenburgcountync.gov
mailto:mailto:Angela.Conti@mecklenburgcountync.gov
mailto:ehobson@cornelius.org
mailto:Karen.Howard@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov
http://www.bounceu.com
mailto:ehobson@cornelius.org
mailto:mailto:npopkin@autismsociety-nc.org
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News from ASNC... 
  

 
 

 

Managed Care Waiver (1915 b/c) Information  
 
By David Laxton. ASNC  

North Carolina is planning for statewide expansion of the 1915(b)/(c) managed care waiver which is currently 

in operation in the Piedmont Behavioral Health (PBH) area. This represents the most significant change in 

management and delivery of community-based services since mental health reform began in 2001. Proposals 

for managed care are moving very quickly through the General Assembly and the North Carolina Department 

of Health and Human Services is currently accepting applications for additional waiver sites to begin imple-

menting their waivers by July of 2013. 

At its most basic, funding from state and federal sources, including funds that would be utilized for institu-

tional and hospital care, are pooled together and the management entity is paid a per member per month 

(PMPM) rate to deliver services and supports. The incentive is to keep people "well" and out of more expen-

sive care because those funds are retained and can be used to expand available services. Individuals with intel-

lectual and/or developmental disabilities (I/DD), including autism spectrum disorder, have life-long conditions 

which need quality habilitative services and supports that build and maintain skills needed for maximum inde-

pendence. This is different from persons with mental illness and addiction in a "recovery model" focused on 

prevention and intervention to promote recovery. People with autism and I/DD do not recover; they gain and 

maintain skills though habilitative supports. 

The Autism Society of North Carolina has a number of concerns about the managed care waiver pro-

posal, as well as parts we think would be a positive change for individuals on the autism spectrum. The 

current proposals would eliminate independent case management, would use resource allocation, and may 

have the unintended effect of changing corporate guardianship. The bill would hopefully expand access to DD 

services by asking that the waiver be designed to serve the maximum number of people within aggregate fund-

ing and calls for re-investment of at least 15% of savings from the waiver back into additional services and 

supports. We encourage self-advocates, families, and those concerned about individual son the autism 

spectrum to learn more about the proposed managed care waiver and contact your legislators with your 

thoughts, concerns, and advice.  

You can find out more about the waiver proposals by reading ASNCs position paper and its summary of 

House Bill 916. The Developmental Disability Consortium, of which ASNC is a member, has a position paper 

on the Supports Intensity Scale, the tool that has been proposed for resource allocation of individuals with de-

velopmental disabilities under the waiver. The Coalition position on the managed care waivers (released in 

2010) can be found here.  

http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=379&Itemid=701
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=379&Itemid=701
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/ASNCPosition1915bcwaivers.pdf
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/H916BillAnalysis.pdf
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/H916BillAnalysis.pdf
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/DDConsortiumStatementonSIS.pdf
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/DDConsortiumStatementonSIS.pdf
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/CoalitionWaiverStatement.pdf
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 Continued from page 4... 

 

ASNC has developed some talking points on managed care waivers and House Bill 916. We encourage you to 

put your thoughts, concerns and advice to elected officials and administrators into your own words. Read leg-

islation on managed care waivers and track their progress in the NC House here and in the NC Senate here. 

The bill has not yet passed and is not in its final form. Changes may be made in committee and on the chamber 

floor. There are several ways to learn more about the bill as it stands now. Here's a link to the Arc of NC infor-

mation on Waivers. Read the Mercer Report on Waiver Readiness. View WRAL video of NC DHHS Secre-

tary Cansler's presentation to the NC General Assembly Appropriations Committee here.  Review the Division 

of MHDDSAS Waiver Communication page. Review the NC Division of Medical Assistance Waiver info 

page.  
 

You can also email feedback This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript en-

abled to view it to NC Department of Health and Human Services on Waivers: 

Contact Governor's office directly to express your concerns about the waivers at  

By phone: (919) 733-4240; By Fax: (919) 733-2120; By mail: Governor Bev Perdue, Office of the Governor, 

20301 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-0301. By e-mail: governor.office@nc.gov This e-mail address 

is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it  

 

Contact your own NC state Legislator 

By telephone: All legislative offices can be reached through the legislative switchboard - 919-733-4111. 

By e-mail: Legislative e-mail addresses follow the pattern of <first name dot last name@ncleg.net This e-mail 

address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it >. (Example: Speaker Thom 

Tillis' address is Thom.Tillis@ncleg.net This e-mail address is being protected from spambots. You need 

JavaScript enabled to view it .) If you have any question about the spelling of your legislator's name or 

whether your legislator's e-mail address uses a nickname, you can confirm addresses at the General Assem-

bly's web site. Click on "House" or "Senate" and look for Member Lists. By postal service mail: All legislators 

can be addressed at: North Carolina General Assembly, Raleigh, NC 27601-1096. 

 

In addition, you may want to contact the following Legislators: Sponsors of the legislation "Statewide Expan-

sion of the 1915 (b)/(c) Waiver" House Bill 916 are Rep. Barnhart, Rep. Dollar, Rep Burr, Rep Insko, Rep. 

Ingle, Rep. Moffitt, Rep. H. Warren, and, Senator Hartsell who has introduced legislation to allow expansion 

of the current Piedmont Behavioral Health (PBH) wavier to additional counties.  
 
Families interested in  sending a video message to their legislator via you-tube please contact Lauren Moore:  lpoe-

der@gmail.com or 704-649-7440.  The Mecklenburg County Chapter will be setting up a time to video tape messages 

that will be posted in you-tube.  Those from neighboring counties, who are interested in using this method of contact, 

please contact Lauren as well.  We will let you know the location and time when we will be filming. 

        ASNC News 
 

  

http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/pdf/ManagedCareWaiverTalkingPoints.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2011&BillID=H+916&submitButton=Go
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2011&BillID=S167
http://www.arcnc.org/pub/?q=node/40
http://www.arcnc.org/pub/?q=node/40
http://ncmentalhope.org/documents/Mercer/Mercer0810.pdf
http://www.wral.com/news/state/nccapitol/video/9382969/#/vid9382969 
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/mhddsas/waiver/index.htm
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/mhddsas/waiver/index.htm
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/lme/MHWaiver.htm
http://www.ncdhhs.gov/dma/lme/MHWaiver.htm
mailto:mailto:1915BC.Waiver.Contact@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:mailto:governor.office@nc.gov
mailto:name@ncleg.net
mailto:mailto:Thom.Tillis@ncleg.net
http://www.ncleg.net
http://www.ncleg.net
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 Teacher Appreciation Notes 
Every year  at this time we ask parents to write letters expressing 

their appreciation for the teachers, assistants, and school staff  for 

the role they plan in helping our children learn.  The heart-felt  

messages are always a wonderful expression to teachers of the  

respect and appreciation parents feel for helping our students grow, 

learn, and explore.  For each person who performs the day-to-day 

tasks of teaching our children, please accept our deepest thanks. 

~ASNC-MCC Board 
 

J.V. Washam Elementary, Cornelius 

I donôt take this lightly, giving credit where credit is due - but this year I want to thank the entire team of 

teachers my son Trevor had! Susan Mason, our EC Resource Teacher, truly understands our son Trevor and 

can see the real child behind any developmental camouflage. Lynn Todd, our Teacher Assistant, gives and 

serves others to no end, including the specific challenges that come with our sonôs autism. Brittani Roberts, 

our Student Teacher, has a special appreciation for Trevor which I think is navigating her career choices. She 

is a jewel who will shine on many special children in the years to come because of her heart for them. 

Mostly I need to praise Sara Bruce, our First Grade Teacher. Instead of seeing Trevor as a child stuck in  

autism, she sees Trevorôs unlimited potential. Plus she recognizes when Trevor compensates for his weak-

nesses by muting his strengths. To many people, Trevor can seem like just a standard child, but Mrs. Bruce 

sees that Trevor is compensating for splinter skills he hasnôt developed -and she pushes him to develop. She 

is preparing him for the real world, while providing him a loving environment for normal failures. In Mrs. 

Bruceôs class, Trevor has not fallen through the cracks! Thank you so much JV Washam Team!!!  

        ~John and Trina Roeder 
 

Independence High School 

I would like to say a big Thank You to Jan Barnes at Independence High School.  The job she performs day 

in and day out is not an easy one.  She works hard for our kids and I commend her for it. 

        ~ Belinda Keal 
 

Myers Park High School 

We are fortunate to have Mary Zalecki for our sonôs teacher.  She is a mind reader at understanding our  

children.  She is also a virtuoso on the IPAD and this year she used apps to great advantage, including one in 

particular that helped my son get organized at CBI.  Her assistant Tonya Ray is outstanding with the stu-

dents. Wanda Sowell and Jackie Nichols are in the adjoining classroom and the two classes and teachers 

work  together seamlessly. Much thanks to Yasmiin Tarlton, the dance teacher who taught Chris to Tango! 

        ~Lois Stickell 
 

McAlpine Elementary 

We would like to offer a huge "thank you" to Cole's teachers and teaching assistants over the years at  

McAlpine Elementary - Starring Barbara Turkdamar! Kim Starke! Tiffany Hogue! With Laura Browning, 

Kathy Neely, Audrey Adkins, Nancy Marchand, Linda Truette and Tonya Legardy in supporting roles! All 

of whom have endured sharp fingernails, loud singing, romancing, and occasional flu-like symptoms with 

patience and love. You are all soldiers and our heroes. Have a great summer. 

        ~Paul Hicks & Jenny Kolker  

Thanks, Teachers        

Youôre the best! 
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One Final Note of Appreciation 

 

At the May meeting Kathy Fallin, Program 

Specialist for Autism at CMS, presented 

Nancy Nestor with a bouquet of roses to show 

the school systemôs appreciation for all of 

Nancyôs work on behalf of individuals with 

autism.  Thanks, Nancy!  And thanks to Kathy 

Fallin for her recognition of Nancyôs work. 

McAlpine Elementary  
 

Ode to Kim Starke 
 

I canôt write this my mom helped me 

My autism has hold of my mind and body 
 

You taught me to read, count and play 

When others said, ñhe canôt, no way.ò 
 

You have guided me from age 5 to 8, 

You held my hand and taught me to skate, 
 

My classmates canôt speak or give you praise 

For your endless devotion and tireless days, 
 

When I did not speak you taught me to sign. 

Who knew there was a way to say, ñPlease donôt 

whine?ò 
 

Not everyone has your heart and love, 

You are a special teacher from above 
 

Not every teacher can really see, 

That there is something special inside me.  
 

When others giggle about my ways. 

You shielded me with hugs and happy days 
 

You never gave up and never gave in 

When it seemed like neither of us would ever win 
 

I hope my words can reach your ears and  

Give you strength for many years 
 

Can my words make you smile? 

Because YOU have made my school days worthwhile. 

   ~Carmela Corvato Dima  

McKee Road Elementary 
Maureen Ostrander has been wonderful with our 

daughter Shreya. Shreya loves going to school now 

and her learning has progressed in many ways under 

this loving and caring teacher. Ms. Maureen sends 

home daily notes to keep us informed about Shreyaôs 

day in school.  Ms. Cheryl Porter is the assistant and 

she is so caring and sweet. Ms. Carrie Elam is the 

Speech pathologist who is working hard on our 

daughterôs language. We would like to thank the 

school secretary Ms.Sherry Knowles and the entire 

Mckee Road school staff, they rock.  
  ~Krishnamachari family  
 

Providence High School 

I would like to thank everyone at Providence High 

School for their continuous support of Michael  

Martin. When I say everyone, I mean all faculty and 

staff, students, Booster Club Members, and Coach 

Schundlemire.  I especially want to thank Michaelôs 

Teachers and Assistant Teachers that he worked 

closely with this year (Allred, Ingle, McBride, 

Schultz, Watson, Daisley, and Showalter).  Michael 

has been very successful in school and I appreciate 

each and every one of you for all that you do. 

  ~With appreciation, Torye Martin 
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Autism Aware Fare 2011 Update  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A sincere thank you to everyone who lent a hand for this yearôs fundraising event.  As all of you know, Au-

tism Aware Fare is our largest and most profitable event to both raise awareness of Autism Spectrum Disor-

ders and funding for our chapter.  This was our 9th year and over 50 restaurant locations participated.  The 

number of title sponsors also increased thanks to several hard-working parents.  These generous businesses 

provide the much needed dollars for event promotion. 
 

There are so many people behind the scenes and it would have been impossible for me to do this alone.  My 

thanks to those on the AAF committee, Sumi Ganesh (printing, new restaurants and so much more), Trina 

Roeder (t-shirts Goddess), Jennifer Fry (publicity lifesaver) and Joe Nestor (web-site guru).  They all put in 

countless hours to make AAF run smoothly. 
 

Of course many hands make light work and we had load of helping hands.  A round of applause to Nancy 

Nestor (my personal advisor), Lois Stickell (thanks for keeping us up to date in the newsletter), Betsy Gustaf-

son (AAF mentor extraordinaire!), John Cavanaugh ( a wealth of knowledge), Nandita Bhatt (for editing flyers 

and posters), Lauren Moore, Cathy Henry, Angela Dennis, Bill Farnsworth, Christine Milano, Isabel Owen, 

Santosh Seshadri, Anitha Gowtam, Andrea Pileggi (IKON), Tracy Walker (IKON), Shagun Gaur, Chelsea 

Mellon, Katherine Fain, Karen Murphy, Ryan Murphy, Shalonda Maldonado, Angela Lucas and Laura Hoff-

man (logo Queen)!  Hopefully I have not omitted anyone but if so, my heartfelt apologies and sincere thanks. 
 

To all of you who dined out on April 26th, thanks for the support. As we look forward to the 10th anniversary 

of Autism Aware Fare please consider joining forces with us.  Planning will start this summer and remember 

everyone, including teachers, students, business partners and friends are encouraged to contact our local chap-

ter and offer any help you can. We welcome new ideas and appreciate time and talent offered. 
 

The restaurant donations are starting to roll in!  Keep an eye on the website as it will be updated to reflect total 

donations.  Please thank the restaurants sponsors that you frequent so they know the impact they have made on 

our community.  A kind word makes a huge difference. Have a wonderful summer and thanks again for all of 

your hard work.  Kathy Snyder 
 
 

While Kathy thanks a host of people, and they are all deserving, she left out one key personð

herself.  No one worked harder or did more for Autism Aware Fare than Kathy Snyder.  She 

was tireless in her contact with potential sponsors, with coordinating publicity, with making 

certain information packets got to the restaurants, and with all the thousands of 

details that make a fundraiser of this magnitude a success.  Her work isnôt even 

done. She will follow up with invoices to sponsors and this summer she will 

begin planning for next yearôs 10th anniversary. And she does it all with a 

smile. Thank you, Kathy!                      Mecklenburg County Chapter Board 
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Autism Aware FareðDiners around town! 
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Thank You Nancy Nestor! 
 

Nancy Nestor has led the Autism Society of North Carolina ï Mecklenburg County Chapter for the past 

seven years.  During that time she has presided at the meetings, wrote the newsletters, lined up speakers, 

worked at booths to give out information about autism, talked endless hours on the phone with parents of 

newly-diagnosed children, recruited board members, helped with fundraisers, led board meetings, distrib-

uted information, etc. etc. etc.ðall while raising her own son Paul.  All as a volunteer. 

In recognition of her work, she was awarded the Autism Society of North Carolina's 2009 Parent of the 

Year Award.  Some of Nancyôs accomplishments include: 

      *Organizing and ñmanningò three coffees a month to offer personal support to families 

      *Initiating the Ruth Fuller Scholarship to fund summer TEACCH training for a deserving 

        teacher or assistant. 

      *Presiding at Board meetings 

      *Advising Discovery Place Science Center on their robotics program and other classes  

       designed specifically for children with autism. 

      *Partnering with Charlotte International Rugby Fest to create the annual Tackling Autism  

       event, which benefits the Mecklenburg Chapter of the Autism Society of North Carolina. 

      *Initiating weekly outings in the Charlotte area for individuals with autism to provide  

       recreation to families in the autism community and to broaden the exposure of the larger  

       community to children with autism. 

      *Expanding the reach of the Mecklenburg County Chapter to include other agencies that  

        help people with autism, as well as making the Chapter more diverse and inclusive of all 

        ages. 

At the time of the award, a fellow parent praised Nancyôs "tireless commitment, selflessness, passion, and 

leadership when it comes to paving the way for individuals with autism. No one works harder, gives more 

of herself, or cares as much as Nancy Nestor." 
 

The Autism Society of North Carolina recently hired Nancy to help support chapters in the area because 

they knew they were hiring the best. 
 

What Nancy has done for our local chapter is immeasurable.  She is always willing to share her experi-

ence and knowledge and to go the extra mile for the chapter and families of individuals on the spectrum.  

At the May meeting CMSôs Kathy Fallin presented Nancy with roses to show the school systemôs appre-

ciation for Nancy.  It was a beautiful tribute but are there really enough flowers out there to express how 

much Nancy has done for the chapter and for area families? 

 

  Thank You from the Board Members and all the Parents who have benefited from  

  your generous heart and tireless efforts.  
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Transition Packets 
 

This year our local chapter 

is giving transition packets 

to those leaving high school 

and venturing out into the 

world. The packets contain 

information on leisure ac-

tivities, employment, day 

programs, how to access 

case management services 

and other helpful informa-

tion.   

 

If you would like to receive 

one, contact Lois Stickell at  

spencerstickell@att.net 

TRANSITION INFORMATION 
Job Tips at http://www.do2learn.com/

 

mailto:mailto:spencerstickell@att.net
http://www.do2learn.com/JobTIPS/index.html
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Summer Recreation  
 

 

      Mark your calendar for  
  

  July 15th:  
 

Autism Awareness Night at the Charlotte Knights!! 
 

Come cheer the Charlotte Knights as they battle the Louisville Bats. 
 

Knights players will wear special jerseys that will be auctioned during the game. Proceeds 

will go to benefit the local Autism Society. Wanna come?  Look for more information in fu-

ture ASNC-MCC weekly blasts.  Not subscribed to the blast? Sign up at 

weeklyblast@asncmeck.org 

 

Got free time this summer that you need to fill?   

   

         
 

 

 

 

 

The Summer Fun Group will be meeting again this summer.  Last summer we went skating at 

Charlotte Sports Center on WT. Harris Blvd. near Northlake Mall and bowling at Carolina 

Lanes in Matthews.  We hope to get that set up again this summer.  We are still in the process 

of working out schedule and pricing.  If you are interested in joining, e-mail Nancy Nestor:  

nnestor@carolina.rr.com to get on the weekly recreation blast list.  

mailto:weeklyblast@asncmeck.org
http://web.minorleaguebaseball.com/index.jsp?sid=t494
mailto:mailto:weeklyblast@asncmeck.org
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PARENTS:  

Are you looking for someone to help your child with social, academic and play skills? 
The Autism Foundation of the Carolinas is offering internships and practicums for local college  

students for fall 2011 to work with children and families affected by autism.  
 

Help the child maintain, enhance and generalize skills 

Is conducted in the comfort of the childôs home, and/or in the community 

Gives students a hands-on, real-life experience 

Creates friendships that last a lifetime 
 

Davidson College, Johnson C. Smith, Queens University of Charlotte, and University of 

North Carolina at Charlotte have joined with Autism Foundation of the Carolinas (AFC) to 

integrate and provide real-life experiences for undergraduate and graduate students in the 

autism community. The program pairs students seeking internships/clinical/practicums 

hours with families affected by autism.  Students help these children with life skills, aca-

demics, social and play skills, ABA therapy, and most importantly, they are a friend.  
 

Contact Sarah Nolin, Program Director   Phone 704.776.1232    Email univ@autismcarolinas.org 

LOSE THE TRAINING WHEELS 

Sponsored by the Autism Foundation of the Carolinas 
 

WHEN:  June 20-24, 2011 
 
WHERE: Metrolina Tradeshow Expo 
 
COST: $200 

 
GOAL: Have child riding a conventional 2-wheel bike 

 

Contact Information   Lori Schleicher, Camp Director  704-906-7662  
 www.LTTWCharlotte.org 

 

AMC Concord Mills 24 
 

8421 Concord Mills Blvd 
 

Concord, NC 28027 
 

704Ȥ979Ȥ019721 

 

Sat. June 4th 10:00 AM $5.00 
 

 

     Kung Fu  

     Panda 2 

Limited number of 

spaces remaining! 

 

mailto:univ@autismcarolinas.org
http://www.lttwcharlotte.org/
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All 11 ï18 year olds are invited to 

Tweens & teens at the movies!   
 

June 3 (F)  6:45ï 8:30PM 
 

Myers Park Presbyterian Church  

Room F-207 

Free drinks and popcorn! 
 

This monthôs feature:  

              High School Musical 3  
 

Please RSVP to Allyson Anderson  

allysonka@gmail.com or call 704-927-1271 

 

 

ASNC-MCC does not  endorse 

any  company, therapy, or pro-

gram. We offer information and 

it is your job as the parent to de-

cide what is most appropriate for 

your family. 
 

Coffee Times:  
    There are no coffees in June.  

    See you in the fall! 

      
 
 

 
 

    May-August 2011 

   Programming  

  for Youth with Special Needs or Disabilities 

 

Sensory Storytimes: 
These programs give your child an opportunity to prac-

tice their communication, social, and participation skills. 

The books and activities are geared toward a preschool 

to early elementary school audience. Open to children, 

at least one parent/caregiver and other family members.  

Register by phone. 
 

-Saturday, May 28th @ 11:00am- Steele Creek Library                                                      

704-416-6800 

-Saturday, June 4th @ 10:15am- South County Regional                                                       

704-416-6600 

-Friday, July 15th @ 1:00pm ï Steele Creek Branch                                           

704-416-6800 

-Saturday, August 13th@ 10:15am- South County Re-

gional                 704-416-6600 

  

 

 

 

 

Booking it!   
     This program will give your 9-12 year old an opportu-

nity to enjoy stories in a group setting as well as complete a 

craft. A parent or caregiver will be needed to assist.   

-Saturday, June 11th @ 11:00am-Steele Creek Library 

704-416-6800 

-Friday, July 22nd @ 1:00pm- Steele Creek Library 

704-416-6800 

 

Book Exploration for Teens:   
     This is a book group for teens 13-17 years 

of age. Teens will need to be accompanied 

by an adult. The title of the book to be ex-

plored will be announced a month in advance 

and will include an audio book option.  

-Friday, July 22nd @ 3:00pm- Steele Creek Library                    

704-416-6800 

Want to find out about activities 

happening in the area throughout 

the summer? Get weekly updates 

about events, outings and other 

news by signing up through email 

at weeklyblast@asncmeck.org 

mailto:mailto:Allyson%20Anderson
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.psp-themes.net/data/media/4/high%2520school%2520musical%25203.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.psp-themes.net/film-tv-themes/high-school-musical-3-3534-psp-theme.htm&usg=__hQezIVGCU_TQiJCPHK4qTjHs2Mo=&h=411&w=480&sz
mailto:weeklyblast@asncmeck.org
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Vacation Bible School for Exception Children 
 

Who: Children currently in grades K-6 with a moderate to high functioning disability. ALL 

exceptionalities are welcomed!*  

When: June 26-30 SCHEDULE: Sunday, June 26 (Family Fun Night, 5:30ï8:00PM) Monday 

- Thursday, June 27ï30 (9:00 AM-Noon) 

Where: Calvary Church on Pineville-Matthews Rd. 

Further details: Children will enjoy an exciting week of fun and adventure at Calvary's Vaca-

tion Bible School, as they learn God's truths together! We'll have plenty of music and crafts, 

exciting Bible lessons, crazy games, and tasty snacks as we grow in our faith in an environment designed espe-

cially for children with disabilities. We have ACC devices, pressure vests, weighted blankets, picture commu-

nication, and ASL all available as needed to support studentôs success throughout the week. We are also able 

to accommodate any special food or sensory diets. The Bible school is free to all, but preregistration is re-

quired, along with medical and liability forms. Register soon, as space is limited.  

To register please call Kara Edwards 704-840-6105 or email at kedwards@calvarychurch.com. 

 

 

Tutoring ASD Students  
  

My name is Dawn Patterson and 

this summer I will be providing 

kids on the autism spectrum with 

1:1 instruction in math, reading 

or writing. I am a certified spe-

cial education teacher with 20+ 

yearôs experience educating and 

enhancing the lives of people 

with autism spectrum disorders.  
 

$23.00ð50/minute sessions 

Call Dawn Patterson  

704-779-3645 

Location to be determined 

http://us.mc1616.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=kedwards@calvarychurch.com
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ASNC Membership (circle level)  

   Individual/Family - $40 

   Contributor - $75 

   Supporter - $150 

   Agency/Service Provider - $200 

   Life - $1,250 

   Student - $25 

  *indicate ASNC Chapter name below and ASNC will give back $10 to your local chapter. 
 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City__________________________State_____________Zip_______________ 
 

Telephone (h) ________________________________     (w) ________________________________ 

 
Email___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ASNC Chapter Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Type of membership(s) (e.g. asnc-family)________________________________________  Total enclosed  $_______________ 

 

Mail all memberships to ASNC to: 

Autism Society of North Carolina 

505 Oberlin Road, Suite 230, Raleigh, NC 27605-1345 

To charge memberships call 1-800-442-2762 

We Need Your Help - Become a Member! 
Join the Autism Society of North Carolina 

Membership Form 

 

ASNC ï Mecklenburg County Chapter 

c/o Nancy Nestor 

3846 Lipton Ln 

Mint Hill, NC 28227 

If you would like to receive Autism 

Matters via email, send a request to 

nnestor@carolina.rr.com 

 

Thank you! 


