
February 2014 
The Newsletter of the Autism Society of North Carolina 
Mecklenburg County Chapter 
                    www.asncmeck.org  

1 

 

 

Meeting Location: -  St. John’s Episcopal Church: 1623 Carmel Rd., Charlotte, NC 28226– 5097.  The church is 

located across the street from the campus of Charlotte Country Day, close to the intersection of Fairview and Carmel 

Roads.  It is about 3 miles east of  SouthPark Mall. 

Park in the back of the church. Meeting is in rooms 204 & 205. Doors Open at 7:00.  Announcements 7:10. 
Meetings open to all regardless of  membership. Come when you can and leave when you must.  

 
 

February Meeting 
 

Thursday, Feb. 6th 
7:00—9:00 PM  

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
(see below for map and directions) 

 

Join us for a discussion  
  of summer activities and  
  events for your children. 

Inclement Weather 
 

For weather cancellations, visit 
www.asncmeck.org or tune to  
Channel 6 WCNC and  
check ASNC-MCC. If Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Schools are cancelled that day, we 
will cancel our meeting. 
 

Reminder 
Camp Royall Summer Camp lottery closes  
February 24th. 
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/ 

 

Trip to the Carolinas Aviation Museum  

February 8th Saturday at 11AM  
Cost: 2 tickets for $12 
Please RSVP to greenhouseeffect@yahoo.com by Jan. 30th so that I can get a count to make arrangements. 
Please purchase your tickets for the Carolinas Aviation Museum on Amazon local at 
http://local.amazon.com/charlotte/B00HDQHO9O?src=email&cid=em_dd_282_101_na_s1_&ref_=pe_628140_111681270 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=109012&id=104898702878265
http://www.asncmeck.org
http://www.autismsociety-nc.org/
mailto:greenhouseeffect@yahoo.com
http://local.amazon.com/charlotte/B00HDQHO9O?src=email&cid=em_dd_282_101_na_s1_&ref_=pe_628140_111681270
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 President’s Letter 
 

New Year and New Considerations 
 

When I began my involvement with the Autism Society of NC– Mecklenburg County Chapter, my son was a 
kindergartener in a self-contained class at McKee Rd.  That was years ago and the leadership team has enjoyed 
the help of many dedicated parents who volunteered to make the chapter strong and flexible enough to meet 
the needs of  families with children, teens, and adults.  At that time, I was the parent  on the team with the 
youngest child and I sincerely appreciated the insight gained for parents I met at meetings, coffees, and events 
whose children were similar to my son, but a bit older.  When I started on the board, none of the other board 
members had children beyond middle school. We tried very hard to include information in the newsletter and 
at our meetings that parents of school-aged children could benefit from. 
 

Oddly enough, my son is again the youngest, even though he is a sophomore in high school.  Because of all 
the support I was given from my cohorts and because I have had lots of time to perfect my autism parenting 
skills, I am at peace with the place we are in.  I have come to know that there will always be challenges in my 
son’s life, but I have learned enough about his autism to know how to support him during stressful times and 
how to take care of myself when it all gets to be too much. 
 

This is all good for me; however, it does make me concerned for you.  Many of you are parents of younger 
children.  Your lives are still stressful from the worries of making sure you do the very best by your child. 
Most of you work outside the home so that your family can have a decent living.  Times are tough. I under-
stand how full your lives are.  But the issue lying ahead of  you is a chapter that will likely move in a different 
direction, unless we get active input and assistance from parents with younger children. For all of the members 
of the leadership team, our children are approaching adulthood and that is where our thoughts lie.  We need 
parents of younger children to join our team so that we can focus on the realities of life with a younger child.  
Support for the parents of school aged children is and always had been one of the main jobs of this chapter. 
 

Many of the current leadership team members have donated their time and talents for over five years, some 
even ten.  They have done a wonderful job, but they truly need more help.  They would love to have team-
mates who are interested in keeping up the  important support  functions done by the chapter, especially those 
for school-aged families. If you have time and internet skills, Lois Stickell could use help with the newsletter, 
even something as simple as alerting her to calendar events the month before the event so she has the infor-
mation in time for publishing deadline. Distribution is always a challenge and a network for delivery would be 
a huge help.  I hope you can find time to help.  Kimberly  Green has done a wonderful organizing autism 
friendly recreational events that are inexpensive so that your family can have the luxury of being in public 
with our group without the worry of judgment by others.  She can always use help, even if it is a person who 
will partner with her to host an event– which basically means you agree to show up so that other families will 
know we are there.  Of course we are approaching Autism AwareFare time and Kathy Snyder can always use 
help and much of it does not involve soliciting restaurants.  If you have a few hours one day to deliver Aware-
Fare packets in your neighborhood, she would really appreciate that.  Many hands make light work.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for any chapter task or the leadership team, please e-mail me at the address below. 
 

Involvement with the leadership team can offer you the opportunity to widen your circle of support. The bene-
fit of new friends who are supportive of your life with autism may be just what you need, to find some inner 
peace,  and satisfaction.  
 

Nancy Nestor, ASNC-Mecklenburg County Chapter Facilitator 
nnestor@autismsociety-nc.org  

mailto:nnestor@autismsociety-nc.org
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Summer Camp 

     Since 1972, the Autism Society of North Carolina has provided summer camp recreational opportunities for 
individuals with autism. In 1997, the Autism Society of North Carolina opened Camp Royall, a 133-acre facil-
ity located near Pittsboro. 
     Camp Royall now houses the nation’s oldest and largest summer camp program for people on the autism 
spectrum, year-round programs, and a wide variety of other functions and services throughout the year. In 
2012, over 1,100 people participated in programming through Camp Royall. 
     Please explore our site to learn more about participating in our summer camp program, taking advantage of 
year-round services for people with autism and their families or renting the facility for your next group event. 
     Registration for the summer camp lottery will take place between January 13, 2014 and February 24, 2014. 

http://autismsociety-nc.org/index.php/get-help/camproyallinfo

 
22 IPads distributed to classrooms 
 

In December, 22 Ipads were distributed to CMS elementary classrooms 
with students on the spectrum. The teachers at University Meadows,  
Lebanon Road, Piney Grove, McAlpine, Selwyn, Winget Park, Blythe, 
Davidson and Oakdale schools were delighted to receive IPads for their 
classrooms. The IPads were a gift from the Autism Society of North  
Carolina—Mecklenburg County Chapter. 
 

The IPads were made possible by funds raised through Autism Awarefare 
and other chapter fundraisers. In addition to the IPads, there was suffi-
cient money remaining to purchase Keynote and Pages apps for the IPads. 
Keynote is Apple’s presentation software and is similar to Powerpoint. 
Pages is a word processing software. Both are highly rated for individuals 
with autism. 
 

The AU Team at CMS presented a plaque of appreciation to the Chapter and noted, “Your gift has helped us to 
meet our technology goals.” 
 

IPads have become known as excellent learning tools for individuals with autism because they are so visual 
and intuitive. Autism Speaks maintains a link to research apps that may be helpful to your loved one with  
autism. See http://www.autismspeaks.org/autism-apps 

  

http://autismsociety-nc.org/index.php/get-help/camproyallinfo
http://www.autismspeaks.org/autism-apps
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Looking for activities for your son or daughter?  
Check out our website for an on-going list of events and  
activities at: 
http://www.asncmeck.org/ 
 
Mecklenburg County’s Therapeutic Recreation Division  
offers many programs, including all-day programs on days 
when school is out. Find out more at: 
http://www.scribd.com/TRSection  
 
 

In Memoriam 
 

    Louise Hall Funderburk, 89, passed away 
on December 5, 2013. In lieu of flowers, she 
requested that memorials be made to ASNC
-MCC. As a result of her generous request, 
$1100 has been donated to the chapter in her 
memory. This money will be used to help 
individuals on the autism spectrum who live 
in Mecklenburg County.  
    The Chapter is very grateful to her family 
for their support of the work that we do. 

2014 Conference 
 

"Autism: Planning for Success" is the theme 

for the Annual Conference, to be held  

Feb 21-22 at Hilton University Place in 

Charlotte. Register at: 

http://autismsociety-nc.org/index.php/register-now  

http://www.asncmeck.org/
http://www.scribd.com/TRSection
http://autismsociety-nc.org/index.php/register-now
http://autismsociety-nc.org/index.php/register-now

